Changes to dog law in Ohio’s 2014-15 budget bill
Lawmakers can add just about anything to a budget bill regardless of its connection
to spending or receiving money. These amendments can be additions or deletions to
current law and don’t necessarily pass through a relevant committee. For example,
dog laws are generally the business of committees dealing with agriculture, state
and local government, or criminal justice, but adding them to the budget bill
bypasses these committees. The finance committees in House and Senate review and
amend the budget bill in its entirety and may not debate specific provisions, especially if they are added late in
the process.
The dog law changes included in the budget bill are below. Words and phrases underlined are additions to the
law; those with strike-through lines are deletions. We left out the parts of the law that are unchanged or have
only minor, non-substantive changes. The entire budget bill is HB 59 as signed by the governor at
http://www.legislature.state.oh.us/BillText130/130_HB_59_EN_N.html
Ohio’s fiscal year runs from July 1-June 30, and budgets run for two years. July 1, 2013, was the start of fiscal
year 2014.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Sec. 955.01. (A)(1) Except as otherwise provided in this section or in sections 955.011,
955.012, and 955.16 of the Revised Code, every person who owns, keeps, or harbors a dog more than
three months of age, shall file, on or after the first day of the preceding applicable December, but
before the thirty-first day of the applicable January of each year, in the office of the county auditor of
the county in which the dog is kept or harbored, an application for registration for the following a
period of one year, beginning the thirty-first day of January of that year or three years or an application
for a permanent registration. The board of county commissioners, by resolution, may extend the period
for filing the application. The application shall state the age, sex, color, character of hair, whether short
or long, and breed, if known, of the dog and the name and address of the owner of the dog. A
registration fee of two dollars for each year of registration for a one-year or three-year registration or
twenty dollars for a permanent registration for each dog shall accompany the application, unless.
However, the fee may exceed that amount if a greater fee has been established under division (A)(2) of
this section or under section 955.14 of the Revised Code.
Sec. 955.05. After the thirty-first day of January of any year, except as otherwise provided in
section 955.012 or 955.16 of the Revised Code, every person, immediately upon becoming the owner,
keeper, or harborer of any dog more than three months of age or brought from outside the state during
any year, shall file like applications, with fees, as required by section 955.01 of the Revised Code, for
registration for the current year. If such the application is not filed and the fee paid, within thirty days
after such the dog is acquired, becomes three months of age, or is brought from outside the state, the
auditor shall assess a penalty in an amount equal to the registration fee upon such the owner, keeper, or
harborer, which must shall be paid with the registration fee. Thereafter, the owner, keeper, or harborer
shall register the dog for a period of one year or three years or register the dog permanently as
provided in section 955.01 of the Revised Code.
Sec. 955.06. The owner, keeper, or harborer of a dog becoming three months of age after the
first day of July in a calendar year and the owner, keeper, or harborer of a dog purchased outside the

1

Ohio Valley Dog Owners Inc, ovdog01@canismajor.com  www.ovdo.org

state after the first day of July in a calendar year shall register the dog for one year. The registration fee
for any such dog becoming three months of age after the first day of July of any year and the
registration fee of any dog purchased from outside the state after the first day of July of any year shall
be one-half of the original fee. Thereafter, the owner, keeper, or harborer shall register the dog for a
period of one year or three years or register the dog permanently as provided in section 955.01 of the
Revised Code.
Sec. 955.08. In addition to the certificate of registration provided for by section 955.07 of the
Revised Code, the county auditor shall issue to every person making application for the registration of
a dog and paying the required fee therefor a metal tag for each dog so registered. The form, color,
character, and lettering of the tag shall be prescribed by the county auditor. Each year the tag shall be a
color distinctive from that of the previous year. If a tag is lost, a duplicate shall be furnished by the
auditor upon proper proof of loss and the payment of five dollars for each duplicate tag issued.
Sec. 955.09. Certificates of registration and registration tags shall be valid only during the
calendar year in or years for which they are issued, and during the first thirty-one days of the following
calendar year.
Sec. 955.12. The Except as provided in section 955.121 of Revised Code, a board of county
commissioners shall appoint or employ a county dog warden and deputies in such number, for such
periods of time, and at such compensation as the board considers necessary to enforce sections 955.01
to 955.27, 955.29 to 955.38, and 955.50 to 955.53 of the Revised Code.
As used in this section, "animal" has the same meaning as in section 955.51 of the Revised
Code.
Sec. 955.121. (A)(1) In lieu of appointing a county dog warden and deputies under section
955.12 of the Revised Code, a board of county commissioners may appoint the county sheriff to
enforce sections 955.01 to 955.27, 955.29 to 955.38, and 955.50 to 955.53 of the Revised Code. If a
board chooses to appoint the county sheriff as the county dog warden, the board shall enter into a twoyear written agreement with the sheriff for that purpose at the first meeting in a calendar year
following a general election in which at least one of the members of the board was elected.
(2) The agreement may authorize both of the following:
(a) The sheriff to appoint sheriff's deputies or persons other than peace officers as deputy dog
wardens;
(b) The transfer of any benefits accrued by employees who are transferred as a result of the
county sheriff's being appointed as the county dog warden.
(B) Any dog warden and deputy dog wardens appointed under this section shall comply with
both of the following:
(1) Any training requirements applicable to county dog wardens and deputy dog wardens
appointed or employed under section 955.12 of the Revised Code;
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(2) The requirements established in that section.
(C) If a county sheriff or a sheriff's deputies are appointed as a dog warden or deputy dog
wardens under this section, references in this chapter and in Chapters 953., 956., and 959. of the
Revised Code to "dog warden" and "deputy dog warden" shall be deemed to be replaced, respectively,
with references to "sheriff" and "deputy sheriff."
Sec. 955.14. (A) Notwithstanding section 955.01 of the Revised Code, a board of county
commissioners by resolution may increase dog and kennel registration fees in the county. The amount
of the fees shall not exceed an amount that the board, in its discretion, estimates is needed to pay all
expenses for the administration of this chapter and to pay claims allowed for animals injured or
destroyed by dogs. Such a resolution shall be adopted not earlier than the first day of February and not
later than the thirty-first day of August of any year and shall apply to specify the registration period
commencing on the first day of December of the current year and ending on the thirty-first day of
January of the following year, unless the period is extended under section 955.01 of the Revised Code
or periods to which the increased fees apply. Any An increase in fees adopted under this division shall
be in the ratio of two dollars for each year of registration for a dog registration fee, twenty dollars for a
permanent for a dog registration fee, and ten dollars for a kennel registration fee.
(C) Notwithstanding section 955.20 of the Revised Code, if dog and kennel registration fees in
any county are increased above two dollars for each year of registration and twenty dollars for a
permanent registration for a dog registration fee and ten dollars, respectively, for a kennel registration
fee under authority of division (A) of this section, then on or before the first day of March following
each year in which the increased fees are in effect, the county auditor shall draw on the dog and kennel
fund a warrant payable to the college of veterinary medicine of the Ohio state university in an amount
equal to ten cents for each one-year dog and registration, thirty cents for each three-year dog
registration, one dollar for each permanent dog registration, and ten cents for each kennel registration
fee received during the preceding year. The money received by the college of veterinary medicine of
the Ohio state university under this division shall be applied for research and study of the diseases of
dogs, particularly those transmittable to humans, and for research of other diseases of dogs that by their
nature will provide results applicable to the prevention and treatment of both human and canine illness.
Sec. 959.131. (A) As used in this section:
(7) "Dog kennel" means an animal rescue for dogs that is registered under section 956.06 of
the Revised Code, a boarding kennel, or a training kennel.
(8) "Boarding kennel" has the same meaning as in section 956.01 of the Revised Code.
(9) "Training kennel" means an establishment operating for profit that keeps, houses, and
maintains dogs for the purpose of training the dogs in return for a fee or other consideration.
(10) "Livestock" means horses, mules, and other equidae; cattle, sheep, goats, and other
bovidae; swine and other suidae; poultry; alpacas; llamas; captive white-tailed deer; and any other
animal that is raised or maintained domestically for food or fiber.
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(11) "Captive white-tailed deer" has the same meaning as in section 1531.01 of the Revised
Code.
(B) No person shall knowingly torture, torment, needlessly mutilate or maim, cruelly beat,
poison, needlessly kill, or commit an act of cruelty against a companion animal.
(C) No person who confines or who is the custodian or caretaker of a companion animal shall
negligently do any of the following:
(1) Torture, torment, needlessly mutilate or maim, cruelly beat, poison, needlessly kill, or
commit an act of cruelty against the companion animal; Commit any act by which unnecessary or
unjustifiable pain or suffering is caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable
remedy or relief, against the companion animal;
(2) Omit any act of care by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is caused,
permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief, against the companion
animal;
(3) Commit any act of neglect by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is
caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief, against the
companion animal;
(4) Needlessly kill the companion animal;
(5) Deprive the companion animal of necessary sustenance, confine the companion animal
without supplying it during the confinement with sufficient quantities of good, wholesome food and
water, or impound or confine the companion animal without affording it, during the impoundment or
confinement, with access to shelter from heat, cold, wind, rain, snow, or excessive direct sunlight, if it
can reasonably be expected that the companion animal would become sick or suffer in any other way
as a result of or due to the deprivation, confinement, or impoundment or confinement in any of those
specified manners.
(D) No owner, manager, or employee of a dog kennel who confines or is the custodian or
caretaker of a companion animal shall knowingly do any of the following:
(1) Torture, torment, needlessly mutilate or maim, cruelly beat, poison, needlessly kill, or
commit an act of cruelty against the companion animal;
(2) Deprive the companion animal of necessary sustenance, confine the companion animal
without supplying it during the confinement with sufficient quantities of food and water, or impound or
confine the companion animal without affording it, during the impoundment or confinement, with
access to shelter if it is substantially certain that the companion animal would die or experience
unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering due to the deprivation, confinement, or impoundment or
confinement in any of those specified manners.
(E) No owner, manager, or employee of a dog kennel who confines or is the custodian or
caretaker of a companion animal shall negligently do any of the following:
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(1) Commit any act by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is caused,
permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief, against the companion
animal;
(2) Omit any act of care by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is caused,
permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief, against the companion
animal;
(3) Commit any act of neglect by which unnecessary or unjustifiable pain or suffering is
caused, permitted, or allowed to continue, when there is a reasonable remedy or relief, against the
companion animal;
(4) Needlessly kill the companion animal;
(5) Deprive the companion animal of necessary sustenance, confine the companion animal
without supplying it during the confinement with sufficient quantities of good, wholesome food and
water, or impound or confine the companion animal without affording it, during the impoundment or
confinement, with access to shelter from heat, cold, wind, rain, snow, or excessive direct sunlight if it
can reasonably be expected that the companion animal would become sick or suffer in any other way
as a result of or due to the deprivation, confinement, or impoundment or confinement in any of those
specified manners.
Sec. 959.99. (E) (3) Whoever violates division (D) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is
guilty of a felony of the fifth degree. *
(4) Whoever violates division (E) of section 959.131 of the Revised Code is guilty of a
misdemeanor of the first degree. *
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------* Sentence for a fifth degree felony includes a fine up to $2500 and a prison sentence up to 12 months
on each count. Sentence for a first degree misdemeanor includes a fine up to $1000 and a jail term up
to six months on each count. In both cases, judges can take circumstances into account and adjust the
sentence accordingly.
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